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Putting together a History of Latin American Dermatology implies the need both to
study it and to write it down, for those dermatologists who are older in years and have
lived long enough to remember the concepts and the moments that have been transmit-
ted from generation to generation. It implies recapturing, in an anecdotal and biograph-
ical form, the treasury of a national scientific past of enormous wealth and depth, in the
face of the constant flow of progress of a science that is ever broader and more complex
due to the amount of knowledge that is contributed by the new forms and techniques of
information. The maelstrom in which the activities of today’s human being are caught
alter his value scale. This often leads us to neglect and to not assign its due value to that
laborious, constant, persevering and talented past, with its true originality, without tak-
ing a halt at what was most important and perceptible, namely the great figures of our
national medicine — especially in dermatosyphilography — in the eighteenth, nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.

For this reason it becomes essential to evoke the roots that generated the current
thinking. The vast undertakings of that select and brilliant group of physicians have been
rendered for us not only in their public professional work as doctors, but also, and fun-
damentally, in the scientific publications they have bequeathed us as proof and testimony
to that constant striving and which constitute the concrete basis of the medical con-
sciousness of our culture.

We have undertaken this work in the role of coordinators with the aim of publishing
— with enthusiasm, but also facing all the difficulties that are due to the lack of sources
of information — the history of Dermatology and Syphilography in Uruguay, in the most
complete manner possible, on the basis of the documentation preserved in the Medical
School’s libraries. In their archives, as well as in those of the Ministry of Public Health,
are found the first documents and journals that were published in the River Plate.

It is absolutely essential to thank the notable and fundamental support given to us at
all times and in a personal manner by Dr. Fernando Mañé Garzón, professor and head
of the Medical School’s Department of Medical History, as well as that of his collabora-
tors, authors of numerous articles referring to a lengthy period that encompasses the
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seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Also collaborating in a totally selfless
manner — without which this brief publication would be impossible — are the following
authors, all of whom stand out by virtue of their vast and extensive knowledge of Der-
matology, originating in particular from their lengthy hospital work: professors Drs. Juan
Francisco Tost, Eustaquio Montero, Esther Casella de Vilaboa, Ana Cassinelli, Probo
Pereira, Moris Margounato, Néstor Macedo and Griselda de Anda and Drs. Carmen
Riveiro and Francisco Amor García.

Uruguay is a small country located between Argentina and Brazil which spreads its
coasts along the River Plate and the Atlantic and has a population of some three million
inhabitants. It has a sole Medical School established in the capital, Montevideo, where all
Uruguayan physicians have carried out their studies; it is located in part in a vintage
building in which the basic subjects are studied and in part at the Manuel Quintela Uni-
versity Hospital for Clinics. Teaching is also carried out at hospitals run by the Ministry
of Public Health, such as the Maciel, Pereyra Rossell, Pasteur and Institute of Hygiene.
Owing to the major increase in medical students in recent years, the teaching of some
clinical subjects has been instituted at the hospitals of the capitals of some departments
(states) in the interior of the country.

The first Hospital Service in the city of Montevideo

When Bruno Mauricio de Zabala founded the City of Montevideo in 1726, the sanitary
care of the first inhabitants had to be provided for. At that time the city had 400 inhabi-
tants in the central area and 4,000 in its surroundings.

Thus began the First Sanitary Era. The seriously ill were transferred to Buenos Aires,
a city with which there was almost daily contact, thus creating what was called the
Medicine of the River Plate. Medical attention was provided in private homes; to treat

convicts and soldiers, the Doctors of the
Presidio (garrison) were called. In
1760, a small House-Home was set up
in Maldonado, called the Royal Hospi-
tal, to provide medical treatment to
some patients at a remove from the
Capital. Soon afterwards, near the port
of Montevideo, a Hospital was founded
in a small establishment, which was
called Of the Navy. In 1775, the Broth-
erhood of Charity of St. Joseph was cre-
ated, with Francisco Maciel and Mateo
Vidal among the main founders, along

with a small group of notables belonging to the Cabildo (city hall). Between 1775 and
1789, the Charity Hospital1-13 (Figure 1) was founded, because of the number of pa-
tients and for their greater comfort and better treatment; in 1791, it spread to a nearby
spot to achieve its expansion. Lastly, on April 24, 1825, the cornerstone was laid for the
new and definitive Hospital, which was called Maciel in honor of its first founder9-16. In
sum, the Charity Hospital operated from 1788 to 1825, with successive expansions.

The first doctors studied in Buenos Aires, where a Medical School already existed.
Those first years were highly inauspicious for the population, because along with pa-
tients of local origin there were the numerous wounded in the wars between Easterners
(Uruguayans), Spaniards and Portuguese, owing to the continuous invasions that took
place, mainly between the years 1813 and 1816. Later, Dámaso Antonio Larrañaga,
Vicar of the Parent Church, and Pintos de Araujo Correa expanded those establishments
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Figure 1. First
Hospital of Charity
(1788). Museum of
the Maciel Hospital



to offer more hospital treatment, creat-
ing the Nursery Home (Casa Cuna) for
abandoned and ill children.

Between 1825 and 1881, there un-
folded the Second Era, in which the Ma-
ciel Hospital already operated in its
definitive form according to the param-
eters of the times (Figure 2). June 17,
1888, saw the celebration of the first
Centennial of the Charity Hospital. Over
the course of the years other hospitals
were founded that helped to maintain
the sanitary care of the population,
which was increasing at a very fast rate
owing to the strong rise in immigrants originating in diverse countries of Europe.

The first Medical School, founded in 1875 close to the Maciel Hospital, moved in 1908
to its definitive location on General Flores Avenue.

José Brito Foresti graduated from the Medical School in 1890: in 1897, at the Maciel
Hospital, he created and headed the Polyclinic for Skin and Syphilis — later called Der-
mosyphilopathic Clinic (1908)12-16 — in a historical milestone that marks the launching
of Uruguayan Dermatology. In 1994 the Clinic moved to the “Dr. Manuel Quintela” Uni-
versity Clinics Hospital, where it operates at the current time. Over that entire lengthy
period numerous generations of dermatologists trained there under the guidance of its
Teachers. Thus unfolded the founding of National Dermatological Medicine, whose his-
tory is described in the corresponding chapters.

Biographical sketches of the most outstanding figures in uruguayan Dermatology.
Nineteenth and twentieth centuries

José Brito Foresti

Raúl A. Vignale, Francisco Amor García

He was born in Montevideo on October 24, 1870, and graduated from the Medical
School in the year 1890 (Figure 3). His doctoral thesis (1894) was titled “Something
About Public Disinfection,” and it makes manifest his concern over sanitation prob-
lems, as well as the influence of Louis Pasteur’s new concepts. That same year, he
traveled to Paris where he remained for three years at the Hospital Saint-Louis as an
assistant alongside great teachers like Besnier, Fournier, Hallopeau and Gaucher,
among other figures; later he made other journeys to Europe. In January 1897, he was
appointed, because of his trajectory and by competition, Head of the First Der-
mosyphilopathic Polyclinic at the Maciel Hospital, where for more than 40 years he
carried out treatment and teaching activities, complementing them at the Ricord
Ward, where patients were hospitalized. On March 21, 1908, in open competition,
he was appointed Full Professor of the Medical School’s Dermosyphilopathic Clinic, a
post he held until 1939, when he died at the age of 68. His merits and publications are
countless. He was the first President of the Uruguayan Society of Dermatology, founded
in 1918, and later Honorary Member, President of numerous congresses, scientific
meetings and an infinite amount of other activities in the specialized field. On July 30,
1960, the Uruguayan Society of Dermatology, which was presided by Prof. Dr. Bartolomé
Vignale, with Dr. Carlos María Fosatti in the capacity of Secretary, sent the Montevideo
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■ Biographical sketches of the most outstanding figures in
Uruguayan Dermatology. Nineteenth and twentieth centuries

Figure 3. José Brito
Foresti, first
Lecturer of the
Dermosyphilopathic
Clinic of the
Medical School at
the Maciel Hospital

Figure 2: Hospital
of Charity (1857),
current National
Monument. The
expansion of the
previous site, with
two stories with
wards for women
and men, can be
seen. In one angle
of the building, the
first Chapel of
Montevideo



Department Council the request that a street be given his name, which was adopted in 1969.
His most renowned disciples were Bartolomé Vignale, Aquiles Amoretti, José María

Tiscornia and Héctor Santomé, who years later were Assistant and Full Professors at the
Medical School.

Prof. Dr. Bartolomé Vignale

Raúl A. Vignale, Francisco Amor García

He was born in Montevideo on February 3, 1892, into a family of Genoese immigrants
(Figure 4). He entered Medical School in 1911 and graduated in 1916. He covered the
entire teaching career at the Medical School by competitions based on background or on
opposition. Between 1919 and 1922, he was Head of the Dermosyphilopathic Clinic, in
1928 Assistant Professor and in 1947 Full Professor, until 1965 when he stepped down
due to retirement, later being appointed Emeritus Professor by the School Council. His
training basically took place alongside Prof. Dr. Brito Foresti. On numerous occasions he
traveled to Paris for specialization work at the Hospital Saint-Louis and later to Italy and
Spain with the principal Teachers of the diverse services. In his first years he held his
practice at the Maciel Hospital, transferring later, in 1954, to the Clinics Hospital. His
huge merits, the numerous publications in medical and specialized journals, made Vig-
nale one of the masters of Dermatology. He was also President of several congresses and
scientific gatherings. He stood out as a person of exquisite sensibility and was extraordi-
nary by virtue of his excellent human qualities, quality and respect for his colleagues,
and outstanding good humor. He was coeditor of the Revista Uruguaya de Dermatología
along with Prof. May and the professors’ delegate in the School Council, among other
merits. He had the praiseworthy idea of creating, along with his Professor, the Derma-
tology and Syphilography Section of the Medical Society of Uruguay and in 1956, the fa-
mous Sessions of Dermatology of the River Plate, which were held every two years, with
Montevideo and Buenos Aires alternating as the venue.

Prof. Dr. Aquiles Amoretti

He succeeded Prof. Bartolomé Vignale as Full Professor at the Medical School’s Der-
mosyphilopathic School in 1959, up to 1969. He carried out his entire teaching career at
the Medical School following competitions as Head of Clinics, Assistant, Assistant Pro-
fessor. In addition, competitions based on background and opposition were the step-
pingstones to his career at the Ministry of Public Health. He started out as
dermovenereologist doctor at the Antisyphilitic and Venereal Disease Dispensaries, later
called Sexual Hygiene Dispensaries, to later gain, by competition, the post of head of the
Skin Service at the Pasteur Hospital; he held that post for many years, succeeding Dr.
Pedro Raúl Alonso, founder of the Service. He was the clinical doctor par excellence, a
great semiologist, an example of the influence of the French School and of the professors
who preceded him like J. May and B. Vignale. His insistence on clinical diagnosis reached
the point of maintaining that while histopathology aided in diagnosis, in cases of many
doubts the clinical examination was predominant. He was the continuator of the Sessions
of the River Plate, President of the Uruguayan Society of Dermatology and of numerous
congresses. He published an infinite number of articles in Annals of the Medical School,
many of them in collaboration with R. Vignale, all on previously unpublished clinical
cases, which obtained diverse awards, especially in Argentina and Brazil.
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Figure 4. Bartolomé
Vignale, successor
to José Brito Foresti
at the Chair of
Dermosyphilopathic
Clinic of the
Medical School at
the Maciel Hospital



Prof. Dr. Raúl Vignale

Raúl Vignale, Francisco Amor García

He was born on November 26, 1924, younger son of Bartolomé Vignale and Beatriz
Maragliano. He began his teaching career while a student, as teaching assistant in the
Department of Histology and Embryology led by Washington Buño, and later through an
open competition as Teaching Assistant for Physiopathology and Medicine with profes-
sors Drs. José P. Migliaro, F. Herrera Ramos and Manlio Ferrari. After graduating in
1954 with a doctoral thesis on the “Malberbe Tumor,” graded cum laude, he attained all
ranks at the Medical School through competitions based on merit and opposition, until
he became Full Professor in 1969. Years later he was to be succeeded by Professor Dr.
Probo (1988). That thesis won him a scholarship by earning the “Artigas Prize,” the top
award obtained by a student at that time. Under that scholarship, he requested a stay in
New York with Alfred Hopf, but owing to his father’s illness, in order to be near him he
chose to move to Buenos Aires for five years (1958-1962) to carry out specialized stud-
ies with professors Luis E. Pierini, David Grinspan, Julio M. Borda, Jorge Abulafia, R.
Mazzini, Pomposiello and Jonquières at the Rawson Hospital; with Marcial Quiroga, M.A.
Mazzini and P. Magnin at the Ramos Mejía Hospital and with Dagoberto Pierini at the
Nursery Home-Pedro de Elizalde Children’s Hospital. It was especially at the Rawson —
where Dr. Jorge Abulafia, a true master of dermatopathology, had a practice in that sub-
field — where Raúl Vignale learned his craft. At Abulafia’s side, daily, from 7 A.M. to 6
P.M., he consolidated his clinical and anatomopathological knowledge, cultivating friend-
ships that he cherishes in his memory to this day.

He developed that subfield for many years, traveling once a month, up to the present
time, to practice at the Dermatopathology Services in diverse hospitals. In addition, Vig-
nale applied immunology to clinical medicine as a fundamental element to explain the
physiopathology of diseases. At the Maciel Hospital’s Dermosyphilopathic Clinic Service
he worked in that specialized field as anatomopathologist alongside Prof. Dr. Luis Torres
de la Llosa, to continue later at the Dr. Manuel Quintela Clinics Hospital. It should be
stressed that Pathological Anatomy was always carried out at the Service itself, from the
faraway days of the Maciel Hospital and later at the Clinics Hospital. At the Ministry of
Public Health he took part in his first open competition as Dermatologist of the SAYPA
(Anti-Tuberculosis Service, Treatment and Preservation), where he worked for the space
of four years treating patients with tuberculosis who exhibited skin lesions, and who had
been released by the Saint-Bois In-Patient Hospital. Years later, he had to take part in
another open competition for the post of Doctor of Dermovenereology and Sexual Hy-
giene, which he held at the Anti-Syphilis and Venereal Disease Dispensaries. Later,
through a competition based on background, he became Head Doctor at the Dermato-
logical Polyclinic at the Pereyra Rossell Hospital, which inaugurated the Service with his
newly created post; he ceased his work there in 1969, when he was appointed Full Pro-
fessor at the Clinics Hospital’s Dermasyphilopathic Clinic. At the Ministry of Public
Health, in the Oncology Institute, he was at the Dermatological Polyclinic alongside Dr.
José Espasandin and the new Assistants of the Medical School’s Clinic. In sum, he car-
ried out his entire career at the Ministry of Public Health, where he reached the rank of
Head, and at the Medical School as Full Professor. He was assistant in Pathological
Anatomy at the Ministry of Public Health for many years at the Central Post of the
Pereyra Rossell Hospital which was led by Prof. Matteo. He has earned numerous prizes,
honors and awards from diverse International Academies of Dermatology; among others,
the award issued by the CILAD Governing Board in Málaga as one of the principal der-
matologists in Ibero-Latin America; later, at the Main Auditorium of the Medical School,
the International Committee of Leagues of Societies of Dermatology awarded him the
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essential as regards materials and medications and also
included the input of dentists, neurologists, surgeons
and physiotherapists. The campaign against Hansen’s
disease and control over the struggle against it
throughout the country was in Dr. Vázquez’s hands.

PEREIRA ROSSELL HOSPITAL

This is an enormous building divided into numer-
ous wards for Gynecological Clinical Medicine and a
Central Ward for Pediatric Clinical Medicine. In one
of the Services, which was headed by Prof. Dr. Eu-
clides Peluffo, Dr. Raúl Vignale, at his request, would
participate in 1962 to examine children with skin le-
sions and to teach. In the year 1964, the Ministry of

Public Health created the Dermatological Polyclinic which was led, as Head of the Ser-
vice, by Vignale himself through competition based on background. A year later Dr. Wal-
ter Teny, who worked as Dermovenereologist Doctor in Dispensary No. 1, went over to
the post of assistant in Clinical Medicine. That post was left by Vignale to enter competi-
tion for that of Professor of Dermosyphilopathic Clinical Medicine at the Clinics Hospital
in 1969, succeeding Prof. Dr. Aquiles Amoretti. At the current time the Dermatological
Polyclinic at the Pereira Rossell continues to operate with true efficiency, with sacrifice,
in morning and afternoon hours, treating Polyclinic and Ward patients, led by distin-
guished physicians like Drs. Pazos, Valls, Viña, Pous and Salmentón, always with Dr.
Tena at the head. It is only strictly fair to point out that Prof. Dr. Griselda de Anda, Pro-
fessor of Dermatological Clinical Medicine at the Medical School, goes there assiduously
and for free, to cooperate in its activities with efficient scientific labors. In addition, as
always happens in these cases, teaching work is carried out at the three Pediatric and
Gynecological Clinics. It is a Referral Center for all of Uruguay.

Operating at this Hospital is the Specialized Center for the Treatment of Skin Dis-
eases (CETEP), which depends from the Ministry of Public Health. Its head is Adjunct
Prof. Néstor Macedo, who works alongside Drs. Bessonart, Piñeyro, Tcheckmedyian,
Delucchi, Méndez, Kleist, Moriyama, Labat and Casanova. It treats the elderly and chil-
dren, and has an archive that is a model in Uruguay. It enjoys the most advanced tech-
nology for the diverse forms of treatment employed: photochemotherapy, cryotherapy,
echography, operating room for minor surgery. The “leg ulcers” Polyclinic is an exam-
ple of know-how offering excellent results. On the last Tuesday of each month an
Athenaeum is held to which colleagues from other hospitals are invited and every
Wednesday there is a discussion of clinical cases. In this way, an excellent group has
been developed whose future is more than promising. This is another example of the ex-
traordinary scientific and treatment level of Uruguayan Dermatology, along with other
Services at diverse hospitals.

PASTEUR HOSPITAL

Founded and launched at the end of the eighteenth century, it had a Dermatological
Polyclinic from its outset; starting out there as Head of the Service was Prof. Dr. Héctor
Raúl Alonso, who worked there for many years; he was succeeded by Aquiles Amoretti,
Eustaquio Montero, Moris Margounato, Ana Urruty and Ana Miralles, accompanied by
numerous collaborators. It currently operates in morning and afternoon hours. The Skin
and Sexual Hygiene Dispensary attached to that Service was many years ago, under the
leadership of Prof. Dr. Juan F. Tost; it then became a dependency of the Skin Polyclinic.
We wish to stress the extraordinary work and the huge and untiring labors of them all
and of their collaborators, by virtue of their scientific level and their extensive and fruitful
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Figure 6. In the
courtyard of the
Maciel Hospital
(1956): seated left
to right: Badhou, B.
Vignale, interns,
Infantozzi, Abreu,
Santomé and
Tiscornia, seated,
Ferro (nurse),
associate
physicians,
Amoretti, nurses
and Sanjinés



hospital work, examining both Polyclinic and Ward patients. We do not wish to conclude
without mentioning assistant physicians Munch, Civila, Ponasso and Vareika.

“DR. MANUEL QUINTELA” CLINICS HOSPITAL

The Medical School’s Dermatological School, as we have already mentioned, currently
operates there, under the leadership of Prof. Griselda de Anda. In the year 1978, a pho-
tograph was taken there of Prof. Aquiles Amoretti and his collaborators when he held the
post of Full Professor of the Clinic (Figure 7). We stress the importance of this Center as
a referral unit for all the country’s dermatologists.

Hospitals not depending from the Ministry of Public Health
or the Medical School

POLICE HOSPITAL

It was founded in 1980 to treat
police officers and their family
members; Dr. Eustaquio Montero
started out as Head of the Service
there. Endowed with an extraordi-
nary hospital conception, it offers
all the resources essential for ex-
ceptional medical treatment. Mon-
tero, who has devoted his life to
Dermatology and Dermatopathol-
ogy, began studying in Philadelphia,
U.S., later achieving, following his
specialization in both branches, and
thanks to his enormous enthusiasm,
dedication and effort, the highest
levels in the scientific and treatment fields. His Skin Polyclinic is an example that needs
to be followed by all young dermatologists as regards patient care. He works there to-
gether with Drs. Arévalo, Cateura and Tcheckmedyian, offering excellent medical atten-
tion. Every type of medical and surgical procedure is carried out, as well as the
anatomo-pathological examinations reported by Dr. Montero himself. An exemplar of
modern Dermatology.

MILITARY HOSPITAL

As in the case of the Police Hospital, an enormous, multiple and complex building for
hospitalization and Polyclinics was erected for Military Personnel. It was initially created
as a small Hospital for urgent cases, later to turn into one of the important such institu-
tions in the Americas. Its first Head was Adjunct Prof. Luis Torres de la Llosa who, along
with Dr. Rotkier and investing true scientific potential turned this Polyclinic into a com-
plete establishment with an excellent, very well stocked archive of photographs and his-
tological preparations. The Service is currently led by Dr. Della Santa who is accompanied
by Drs. Santurión, Bazzano, Costa, Iglesias, Lacuesta, Machado, Téllez and Vainsencher.

PEDRO VISCA

This was a Pediatric Hospital that offered a large number of Polyclinics, among them
that of Dermatology. From its launching until its definitive closure, the leadership of this
Service was held by Adjunct Prof. José María Tiscornia Denis, an extraordinary teacher.
Only he could have done that work with such enthusiasm, carrying out the indefatigable
labors of every morning, alone or, sometimes, accompanied by some graduate student in
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Figure 7. At the
Clinics Hospital
with the entire
teaching staff and
nurses (1957). Left
to right, seated:
Tost, Prego,
Tiscornia, B.
Vignale, Amoretti,
Sanjinés and
Abreu; standing:
Ramos (nurse),
Aronovich
(archivist),
Klestorny, Torres de
la Llosa, R. Vignale,
Blanco, García
(nurse)



the specialized field. As a fact which we want to draw special attention to, due to the
exquisite sensibility of his personality, in addition to his treatment work he likewise de-
voted himself to teaching by giving explanations to patients’ relatives on how to apply the
corresponding treatment and providing continuous advice, like a real father, on how to
educate a child so as to achieve a secure and promising future. Only in him is this ex-
traordinary virtue to be found.

INSTITUTE OF HYGIENE

The Services of the Medical School and of the Ministry of Public Health operate here.
It is located beside the Clinics Hospital and forms part of a building complex with two
separate entrances. In one section is the Institute itself, where the Chairs of Parasitology,
Bacteriology, Parasitary Immunology and Hygiene and Preventive Medicine are located
as well as part of the Medical School’s Immunology Laboratory. In the other, the Hospi-
tal of Hygiene operates, with the Chair of Infectious Diseases with a Polyclinic for outpa-
tients and hospitalization wards especially prepared for AIDS patients. These patients
are habitually treated by various specialists — infectologists, internists and dermatolo-
gists. Antiretroviral medication is supplied for free by the Ministry of Public Health, even
if the patients lack the corresponding Treatment Card issued by the Ministry; in this way,
every patient always receives medical attention, a fundamental fact for achieving his im-
provement and healing. We wish to stress the work of Dr. Liliana Calandria, Assistant
Professor of the Medical School at the Clinics Hospital and current Head of the Service
for AIDS patients, as well as that of the infectologists and her other collaborators. This
brilliant work is recognized at national and international level; she is President of
URUSIDA (Uruguayan AIDS Society) and Secretary and President of numerous national
and foreign congresses on the subject of AIDS; she is also a main consultant for the prin-
cipal Centers for diagnosis and treatment in America, including the US, and Europe.

DISPENSARY FOR THE PROPHYLAXIS OF SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES

Its site of operation is located beside the annexes of the Maciel Hospital. It was
founded to provide treatment for prostitutes and homosexuals; the Service operates in
the morning hours for the former and in the afternoon for the latter. Diverse physicians
worked there as Heads of the unit: Riveiro, Vilaboa, Dos Santos, Boggio, Canetti and
Nicola. The Dispensary has a constant relationship with the Venereal Treatment and Pro-
phylaxis Center of the Ministry and with the Police, which also maintains the records of
the patients, who are currently controlled on a monthly basis.

History of dermatological journals in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries

Here we offer a general overview of the first journals in the nineteenth century and
the early twentieth, a period in which a new specialized field was launched in Uruguay
only a century after the founding of its capital city, Montevideo, in 1726. In a necessary
selective manner, we shall only mention the pioneering publications of the first profes-
sors of the field, as well as, in later years, those of the professors heading the Services,
for the Medical School and for the Ministry of Public Health.

In the 1850s, the first papers on patients with dermatological pathology ailments ap-
peared in the publication La Facultad de Medicina (a fortnightly journal); years later,
Prof. Dr. José Brito Foresti presented cases from the Charity Hospital’s dermosyphilo-
pathic clinic there; there are likewise papers on the subject in the Anales de Medicina
Montevideana (1852-1932).

The year 1898 saw the launching of the Revista Médica del Uruguay (1898-1932), of
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a monthly character, which was for many years the only one, and the cornerstone for
those that appeared in the early twentieth century. The publishing board was formed by
diverse medical personalities, among them José Brito Foresti as managing editor. Be-
tween 1898 and 1926, Brito Foresti and his colleagues published a total of 71 articles,
many of them on ailments described for the first time, together with B. Vignale and col-
laborators. Bartolomé Vignale presented publications in the same Journal, which was
the official organ of the Medical Organization of Uruguay, created in those years; be-
tween 1919 and 1926, there appeared 41 articles with his authorship. In 1917, it pub-
lished the first articles by Dr. José May, who participated with 91 in all. Mention should
be made of the dermatologists who collaborated in all these issues: Juan A. Rodríguez,
J. F. Canessa, Raúl del Campo, J. Canabal, R. Scaltriti, J. Rosende, J. de Salterain, A.
Prunell; physicians from other fields, the great Teachers of our national medicine, also
collaborated.

Appearing in 1916 were the Anales de la Facultad de Medicina, the latter’s official
organ, which presented thousands of papers by the diverse doctors both of the School
and of the Ministry of Public Health, of Montevideo and of the interior, encompassing all
medical fields. Afterwards, between 1955 and 1965, and with the “Dr. Manuel Quintela”
Clinics Hospital already inaugurated and with the Dermosyphilopathic Clinic in opera-
tion, the professors and physicians of the Service collaborated with articles, among oth-
ers Prof. Drs. Aquiles Amoretti, José María Tiscornia Denis, Héctor Santomé and Drs.
Raúl Vignale, Luis Torres de la Llosa, Antonio Blanco, Pablo Klestorny, Cándido Prego
and countless colleagues in the specialized field.

The first stage of the Anales ended in 1966; the second ran from 1978 to 1981.
Also requiring mention are the Archivos de Medicina, Cirugía y Especialidades del

Uruguay (1936-38/40-53), although it offers few articles on our field.
Another publication was created in those same years, in this case exclusively on our

branch of medicine, the Revista Uruguaya de Dermatología y Sifilografía, launched with
a double issue (1-2) on March 18, 1936, and whose trajectory lasted until 1953. Its first
Editor was Prof. Dr. José May; associate writers were Drs. Gloria Alonso de May, Roberto
Riveiro Rivera and Carlos Galfetti Urioste. Prof. Dr. José May was a physician, appointed
by competition, at the Ministry of Public Health and held the post of Head of the Service
of Dermatology and Syphilography at the Maciel Hospital. He devoted the first issue of
the journal to Dr. José Brito Foresti, whose photograph appears on the first page. Among
collaborators were Drs. Radamés Costa, Julián Rosende, Mario Taglioreti, Nicolás Tis-
cornia and Enrique Apolo, Luis Gastaldi, Juan Carlos del Campo, Ángel Cuervo, Héctor
Ardao, Rafael Turcio, Miguel Rubino, Héctor Santomé, Carlos Bordes and others. A sub-
ject which was given specially attention in this journal was the problem of leprosy; there
is detailed information on the meetings of the Lower House of Congress at which the bill
for a Law on the Struggle Against Leprosy in Uruguay was presented, which was later
adopted and then completed with the Bill for Regulations on the Struggle Against Lep-
rosy and the Plan for the Struggle Against Leprosy. The law draft had for the first time
been presented at the Second South American Congress of Dermatology and Syphilogra-
phy held in Montevideo in 1921.

Among other matters deserving special mention, we draw attention to the article Le
traitement de la fièvre jaune, in French in the original since, in that period, at the end of
each Gathering of the Clinic a written summary of the cases was drawn up in that lan-
guage for publication in the Journal. It is also worth mentioning that on diverse occa-
sions, outstanding personalities of France were present, such as Gaston Milian, H.
Gougerot, R. Burnier and Lucien Périn of the Saint-Louis Hospital in Paris, glorious sum-
mit of the Dermatology and Syphilography of that era. We also stress the extraordinary
papers on the Nicholas-Favre disease, reproduced in numerous articles and books in
French.
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It must also be mentioned that Prof. Dr. José May was the creator of the wax moulages
which Von Rommel, an émigré who lived in Montevideo, carried out with such precision
that they were a faithful reproduction of the patient’s ailment. This extraordinary Mu-
seum was the first of its kind created in Latin America, similar to that which existed at
the Saint-Louis Hospital.

April, 1947, saw the launching of the Revista de la Cátedra de la Clínica Dermosi-
filopática de la Facultad de Medicina. Hospital Maciel. (19) Its publisher was Prof. Dr.
Bartolomé Vignale and the managing editors were Drs. Carlos María Infantozzi and
Pablo Klestorny, heads of Clinical Medicine. Klestorny was likewise the photographer of
the Clinic, where all patients were recorded in images. The journal published the most
important clinical cases of the month, including the debates raised in the Chair. Its tra-
jectory ended in October 1949, when it ceased to be issued for financial reasons.

Between 1989 and 1991, Dermatología Uruguaya, the official organ of the Uruguayan
Society of Dermatology, was published, under the leadership of Prof. Dr. Probo Pereira.
We draw attention, as an unprecedented and historical event at the Medical School, to
the major exhibition staged in 1940, in the Main Auditorium, of some 500 photographs
of patients with diverse skin ailments, belonging to the Dermosyphilopathic Clinic. The
exhibition was carried out thanks to the extensive and fruitful work of Prof. Vignale and
particularly of Dr. Pablo Klestorny — untiring collaborator, laconic but top-notch at
human relations and extremely talented. Over the course of four months it was visited by
numerous doctors and by thousands of medical students.

All the above is a brief summary of the history of the beginnings of our specialized
field, created by our notables, true forerunners and masters, professors Drs. Brito
Foresti, José May and Bartolomé Vignale. We shall recall that they all completed their
training mainly in France; and we must also stress the excellent relations they main-
tained with the select group of Argentine dermatologists — like Pedro L. Baliña, Pablo
Bosq, Fidanza, Schujman, J. Fernández and Carrillo — with whom, on numerous oppor-
tunities, they exchanged information at their headquarters in each country to prepare
the meetings of the respective Clinics14-16.

Congresses, symposia and sessions

We shall very briefly present a summary of the principal scientific gatherings of the
twentieth century in our country. In 1918, the first Congresses of the River Plate were
held in Montevideo, on the same year in which the Second South American Congress took
place in Rio de Janeiro.

In 1938, the First Uruguayan Medical Sessions, Dermatology and Syphilography Sec-
tion constituted a fundamental event in the history of Uruguayan Dermatology by virtue
of their extremely high international scientific level. Along with Drs. May y Vignale, who
were the Presidents, outstanding colleagues participated from Argentina (Fidanza, Con-
tardi and Schujman (Rosario), Garzón y Mocola (Córdoba), Puente, Carrillo, Orol Arias,
Gómez, Mazzini, Gomis, Picerna, Costané Decoud, Cordiviola, Braseras, Kaminsky, Cas-
tex, Borda, Quiroga, Pierini, Abulafia and Sánchez Basso); from Brazil (Paulo Vieira, de
Souza Campos, Lindemberg, da Fonseca Bicudo, Póvoa and Berardinelli); from Paraguay
(Boggini and Ugarriza); from Chile (Macchiavello and Coutts), and from France (Rabut).

In succeeding years numerous Meetings and Congresses took place with the partici-
pation of all dermatologists not only of Montevideo but also of the interior, which marked
a notable scientific advance for the period.

The First Sessions of Dermatology of the River Plate were held in December 1956,
promoted by Bartolomé Vignale and thanks to his special friendship with Quiroga,
Garzón, Pierini, Mazzini, Kaminsky and others. They met with extraordinary success, for
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which reason they were repeated
every two years, being held on a ro-
tating basis in the two countries of
the Plate. The tenth gathering, in
1970, took place at the Solís seaside
resort and was presided by Dr. Eu-
staquio Montero. These meetings
were later called off to be replaced
by the RADLA (Figure 8).

The RADLA (Annual Meeting of
Dermatologists of the Southern
Cone) has, over the years, met with
extraordinary success, with an in-
ternational impact. The venue ro-
tates among Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Paraguay, which have lately been
joined by Bolivia and Peru. We stress the importance of this event, fundamentally by
virtue of the unity forged among the dermatologists of the Southern Cone, to whom those
of other countries, such as Ecuador, Colombia and Venezuela, may possibly be added in
the future.

The Ibero-Latin American Association, the maximum dermatological authority in the
region, acknowledged worldwide, constitutes the most important gathering of the der-
matologists of Spain, Portugal and Latin America. This encounter, which is held every
four years, represents the true link of dermatological science, friendship and fellowship
between Europe and America.

The Uruguayan Society of Dermatology, with a historical past filled with glory, is the
fundamental institution that brings together all the dermatologists of Uruguay. In Octo-
ber 2005, the Tenth Uruguayan Congress of Dermatology will take place along with the
Tenth International Meeting of Dermatological Therapeutics and the Sixth Sessions of
Dermatological Therapeutic Updates of the CETEP. These congresses gather all of the
country’s dermatologists to present their experiences; outstanding physicians from di-
verse countries of Latin America, Europe and the United States are always invited.

The Inland Society of Dermatology, with its active Governing Board, also carries out
its congress every two years, at the capital of one of the districts.

The Uruguayan Society of Dermatology

The Uruguayan Society of Dermatology, always and tightly linked to all the dermatol-
ogists and venereologists of the Maciel, Pereira Rossell, Pasteur and Pedro Visca Hospi-
tals, Institute of Military and Police Hygiene and Dispensaries of Dermatology and Sexual
Hygiene, was created on May 15, 1918 as the Section of Dermatology and Syphilography
of the Medical Society of Uruguay. It was an essential need, since it replaced the old
Athenaeums which were held separately at each Hospital Center.

On September 1, 1927, Prof. Dr. José May proposed the creation of the bylaws of the
Uruguayan Society; a commission formed by Profs. José Brito Foresti, Bartolomé Vignale
and Máximo Halty was appointed to draw them up.

The Society operated in an irregular manner at the Maciel Hospital. Only in 1956 did
activities re-emerge under the leadership of Bartolomé Vignale, with the participation of
prestigious dermatologists who represented the diverse services. It was the first time in
which all dermatologists came together, a significant event in the history of the Society.
New bylaws were drawn up and a Governing Board was constituted, to last two years,
whose members were renewed through periodic elections. The last Saturday of each
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Figure 8.
Dermatology
Session of the River
Plate at which
homage was paid to
Dr. B. Vignale on the
occasion of his
retirement as
Professor of Clinical
Medicine. Among
those present: Prof.
Dr X. Vilanoba
(Barcelona),
Kaminsky, Tost,
Fosatti and
Argentine
colleagues

■ The Uruguayan Society of Dermatology



month was established as the day for meetings, a date which has since then been regu-
larly complied with.

Participating at the outset of the Society were the illustrious Drs. Rafael Turcio, Cán-
dido Prego, Ernesto Cacciatore, Luis A. Torres de la Llosa, Héctor Abreu, Arturo Prunell,
Arnaldo Lombardi, Manuel Terán, Radamés Costa, Angel Sanjinés, Juan F. Tost, Antonio
Blanco, Leocadio Alvarez. Each Service’s clinical cases were presented and discussed,
and very often the most interesting ones were published in the journals of the period.

For twelve years, during the De Facto Period — of domestic war — no meetings of any
kind were allowed, for which reason the Society suspended its sessions. In 1984, it
restarted its activities with new zest and enthusiasm, which led it to carry out monthly
meetings and to renew its Governing Boards every two years on the occasion of the Na-
tional Congresses.

Another fact to stress is that the number of dermatologists practicing their profession
in the various departments (districts) of the Republic led to the creation of the Inland So-
ciety of Dermatology.

For the last six years, the Uruguayan Society of Dermatology has a headquarters of
its own, a permanent secretariat, an archive holding its records from its launching to re-
cent years, computers for the young to search for bibliography and a library with the lat-
est international journals, recently subscribed to. These results have been obtained after
an arduous, tenacious and persistent labor of the Governing Boards with the efficacious
cooperation of drug companies. As we have already pointed out, the journal Derma-
tología Uruguaya, the Society’s official organ, was published for three years, after which
it ceased publication for financial reasons.

Lastly, it must be stressed that the successive Presidents and Governing Boards have
worked intensively for many years with unique devotion and dedication, achieving an in-
ternational standing. The majority of Uruguayan dermatologists currently publish innu-
merable scientific papers in diverse foreign journals such as the Archivos Argentinos de
Dermatología, Revista de la Asociación Argentina de Dermatología, Revista Chilena de
Dermatología, Anais Brasileiros de Dermatología, Actas Dermosifilográficas de España,
as well as several publications of the United States. Congratulations to them all. In these
recent periods with Macedo and currently with de Anda, they have been holding their
monthly meetings and especially Intensive Courses on different aspects of Modern Der-
matology such as Esthetic and Surgical Medicine which will prove highly fruitful for fu-
ture generations.

History and evolution of the struggle against sexually transmitted diseases in Uruguay

In the early days of Montevideo life, treatment for the sick was offered fundamentally
on the basis of Christian charity. But with the passage of time, these ideas gradually
changed, so that the obligation was established on the part of the State to treat those per-
sons who, lacking in means, required medical attention; this led to the creation of vari-
ous hospital centers. One of the population’s major sanitary problems were venereal
diseases, currently called Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs). The very large number
of patients involved led the Government, through Public Health officials and by a ruling
of the National Council on Hygiene, to found the Prophylactic Institute for Syphilis on May
23, 1917, with a view to the prophylaxis and treatments of those patients and to protect
the health of the population. Its first head was Dr. Juan A. Rodríguez, who was succeeded
by Dr. Manuel Terán until 1949, the year on which Prof. Dr. José May took over. It is nec-
essary to stress that it was the first building in the Americas devoted exclusively to this
disease. The Ministry of Public Health, created in 1933, incorporated the Prophylactic
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Institute for Syphilis as a Section for Venereal Treatment and Prophylaxis. There, by rea-
son of their lengthy, self-sacrificing and fruitful labors, we stress the names of Drs. Mario
Taglioreti, Arnaldo Lombardi, Rubén Cusmanich, Pablo Klertorny, Héctor Abreu and
Francisco Amor García. The physicians in charge of this struggle at the Hospital Clinics
were Prof. Dr. José Brito Foresti and Joaquín Canabal at the Maciel Hospital; at the helm
of the National Syphilocomium stood Dr. Germán Segura and the doctors of the Military
Hospital. The patients were, according to their symptomatology, treated jointly with
other specialists; they were hospitalized in the Ricord Ward. Until the year 1906, the ma-
jority of syphilitic prostitutes registered in police records were hospitalized at the Gyne-
cological Clinic of Prof. Dr. Enrique Puey, under a ruling of the Medical Inspection of
Prostitution dependent on the National Council on Hygiene, and at the Dr. Germán Se-
gura ward, where the Syphilocomium (Hospital Service for Venereal Diseases) was set up
under the leadership of Dr. Juan A. Rodríguez. Patients belonging to the Army and to Po-
lice forces went into the Military Hospital. It was the Institute which was in charge of per-
forming all tasks related to lab tests (Wasserman and LCR); drawing up the guidelines
for the diverse forms of treatment and supervising prevention, and controlling the anti-
syphilis dispensaries created several years previously as well as the statistics corre-
sponding to each district.

Competitions were held for the physicians who at the given moment were called “doc-
tors in dermatology and sexual hygiene.” Alberto Scaltriti and Ángel Canabal worked at
the Institute, along with dermatologists from diverse hospitals and dispensaries. As from
its founding in 1917, this Institute was an example and a point of referral for all of Latin
America; its reports were the first to be issued following the guidelines of the papers of
the European school, particularly the French one. Years later, the Institute was put in
charge of control of all venereal diseases, not only syphilis. This huge undertaking set
foundations that proved essential for succeeding generations by virtue of the earnestness
with which the work was always carried out, of the results of its laboratory tests, of the
originality of its research and of its control over all aspects related to these diseases20.

Latin American Union Against Sexually Transmitted
Diseases (ULACETS)

At the initiative of a group of Central American dermatologists, the creation of this
new entity was proposed during a CILAD Congress. In the years 1974-76 a Governing
Board was constituted and the bylaws drawn up. The importance of this institution,
which has worldwide renown, was acknowledged by the PAHO-WHO which appointed us
as advisors for these STDs.

Numerous congresses were held in diverse countries of Latin America, at two-year in-
tervals; three of them took place in Montevideo, under the leadership of Raúl Vignale,
Probo Pereira and Hilda Abreu. Every three months a Bulletin was issued together with
Prof. Walter Belda of Brazil, alma mater of the institution, and personalities like Woscoff,
Flichman, Vignale and other Latin American colleagues, who for many years worked in
an intensive and selfless manner. The Bulletin presented new medical scientific ad-
vances, as well as comments on the Congresses. This was ULACETS’ first period of glory.

Some years ago, the advent of AIDS produced a division, ULACETS remaining on one
hand and the Latin American Union Against AIDS on the other. At the CILAD-2004 Congress
in Buenos Aires a new ULACETS Governing Board was formed under the leadership of Dr.
Parizzi and Hilda Abreu; meetings began and the venues of the next Congresses were es-
tablished. This shall be the second glorious stage of ULACETS-UPICETS. ■

September 2005
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HISTORY OF
DERMATOLOGY
IN VENEZUELA

CONCEPTION, BIRTH AND DEVELOPMENT

“The deeper we delve into the past, the further we will reach
into the future”. Winston Churchill

First stage. From indian times to 1904. Conception

Indian Period

Our knowledge of the skin diseases (Figure 1) of Venezuela’s indigenous peoples be-
fore the arrival of Christopher Columbus on his third voyage to the New Continent is
based on “medical” accounts mostly written by the priests who arrived with the discov-
erers, and particularly with the colonizers. It must be remembered that these priests
were not acquainted with medicine, had scant knowledge of diseases, and in general
were very prejudiced people1.

The term pre-Columbian medicine
is inaccurate since, when Columbus
arrived in the American continent,
there wasn’t one sole medicine here,
but rather as many as there were
peoples inhabiting the land2. In
Venezuela, the Arawak and the Carib
vied for social, anthropological, med-
ical and warfare supremacy3.

Most Indians were physically
strong and healthy people, with good
teeth, and fit for physical work. Skin
diseases were infrequent, possibly
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Figure 1. Mural
“My Skin. The
Skin, The Skin.”
Author, Gabriel
Bracho
(Venezuelan mural
painter). This work
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because they bathed often and daubed their skin with an annatto-based dyestuff, which
they used for aesthetic purposes and as a mark of identity. Nowadays this dyestuff is
known to afford some protection against insect bites.

Among the native and primitive peoples, diseases were not considered to be the re-
sult of action by an invisible and intangible agent, but rather caused through the agency
of an enemy, or an evil spirit, or some supernatural entity related to religious beliefs.
Surely for these reasons there were individuals, recognized among them, who were ca-
pable of freeing them from disease through peculiar and primitive methods such as ex-
orcism, incantation, prayer, smoke, the drinking of concoctions, dances, gestures, sleight
of hand and magic – all of these used to invoke the help of the spirits, frighten them or
have them expelled from the body of the ill. These methods were applied to diseases in
general, and most probably, the dermatological pathologies were not an exception1.

The indigenous peoples suffered from various skin diseases; the most common were:
pinta or spotted sickness, impetigo and other infections such as infestation with chigoe
fleas, pediculosis (lice infestation), sarcoptic itch (scabies), myiasis, leishmaniasis (also
called Andes sickness or uta); intoxications and insect and reptile bites. With regard to
syphilis, some authors hold that the disease was carried to Europe with the return of the
discoverers and conquistadors, while other authors assert the opposite.

The Indians employed numerous preparations from animal, plant and mineral
sources as treatment for cutaneous disorders. They used roots, stems, flowers, resins,
extracts and powders from various plants, including the lignum vitae, which was later
used medically in Spain and other countries as a specific treatment for syphilis. They also
used various balms for treating wounds, in addition to numerous herbs and plants: barro
macho, red mangrove, agave, merey, nettle, sarsaparilla, vera, etc. As a keratolytic they
used the fig tree, and cantharides as a caustic.

The annato or lipstick tree (known locally as onoto and other common names accord-
ing to the different tribes and regions) was often used as a sunscreen and against insect
bite. The western tribes used coca leaves (Erythroxylon coca or E. peruvianum) which
they chewed with the addition of lime. They also used extracts from plants of the genus
Datura (Solanaceae), which are rich in alkaloids, atropine, hyoscyamine and hyoscine or
scopolamine for inebriation, together with chicha or other drinks to enhance their effects.

Black nightshade (Solanum nigrum) was frequently used to treat skin ailments in-
volving vesicles, herpes infections, impetigo, scabies and ulcers (sores). Its use has ex-
tended to this day.

Sumac or manceneel (Rhus striata, Hippomane mancinella) was also used for skin
disorders similar to those treated with black nightshade. Nowadays it is known that both
plants owe their beneficial effects to their content of tannic acid, which gives them an as-
tringent effect.

Tusilla (Dorstenia contrahierba) was used to treat pruriginous conditions such as net-
tle rash, and also for illnesses localized in the genital area.

Curare — an extract of botanical origin obtained from various species of the genus
Strichnos, which grow abundantly on the banks of the River Orinocco — is a powerful
agent that produces paralysis in striated muscle. It was likely used to treat muscle con-
tracture and tetanus, although its principal use was as a weapon against the conquista-
dors as arrow poison to cause the enemy’s death by respiratory paralysis.

Indians were also familiar with some herbs which, once mashed and applied to
wounds caused by poison arrows, blocked the effects of the poison1, 3, 4.

Colonial period

The colonial period began on August 19, 1498 with the discovery of a region that later
would be known as Venezuela. On his third voyage, Christopher Columbus arrived on the
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eastern shores south of the Paria Peninsula, at a harbor that he called Macuro — today
Puerto Cristóbal Colón in the state of Sucre.

This lengthy period covers the end of the fifteenth century to July 5, 1810, when
Venezuela declared its independence and was proclaimed a republic.

With the arrival of the conquistadors and European (mostly Spanish) settlers in Amer-
ica, a complex and difficult social, environmental and cultural situation began to develop
— the encounter of human beings of very different origin, habits, languages, knowledge
and resources, which posed a serious ethnological and transcultural problem.

With the conquistadors came the first medical professionals. In accordance with the
rules of the Catholic Monarchs, all ships were required to carry personnel for health ser-
vices. In this way physicians and healers mingled, many of them famous and well-known,
some hailing from Spain and others native to the Americas.

By 1585, the most common diseases were smallpox, measles, dysentery, fevers, rhini-
tis, malaria, ulcers and pustules (buboe) brought by the Africans, which were treated by
the Indians with lignum vitae. The first epidemic of smallpox occurred in 1580, and orig-
inated with black slaves from Guinea, who brought measles and malaria as well.

Indigenous culture was crumbling, but not indigenous medicine. Due to the scarcity
of physicians and the retarded development of medicine in the Iberian Peninsula, the in-
vaders were forced to take on the ways and habits of the natives and to submit them-
selves to the indigenous medicine of medicine men and shaman-healers (piaches).

This situation is reflected in a letter sent by Cortés to Charles V, in which he recom-
mended to the king “not to let Spanish physicians into Mexico because the skill and
knowledge of the Aztec physicians rendered it unnecessary”1-5.

Republican period

In 1810, once Venezuela’s independence from the Kingdom of Spain was obtained, the
development of medicine in the Republic commenced.

Some physicians of that time began to take an interest in skin diseases. Among them
we can cite Dr. José María Vargas, who in 1826 began his lessons on Anatomy and pio-
neered hystological observations in Venezuela with his microscope, which he had
brought from Europe. In 1827, he was elected as the first president of Venezuela’s Cen-
tral University — the Medical School was created on June 23 of that year, by a decree of
the Liberator Simón Bolívar. José María Vargas later became the first civilian president
of Venezuela.

Various works about Dermatology began to appear at that time, among them the fol-
lowing:

— Afecciones cutáneas de los niños (Cutaneous Disorders in Children), by José Félix
Rivas Alas.

— Gangrena (Gangrene), by A. F. Delgado.
— Enfermedades venéreas (Venereal Diseases), by C. Arvelo, M. Porras and M. M.

Ponte.
— Tiñas (Types of Tinea), by D. Armas.
— Lepra (Leprosy), by R. Lares Baralt, L. D. Beauperthuy and A. Dominici.
Dr. Louis Daniel Beauperthuy practiced medicine during the 1850s and wrote on lep-

rosy, demonstrating a wide knowledge of tropical diseases.
There were still no medical specialties, but obstetrics, ophthalmology and legal

medicine were already taking shape. Throughout all of this period, doctors, medical
school graduates, surgeons, physics, barber-surgeons, barber-bleeders, apothecaries,
healers, nurses and midwives made up the wide range of people who practiced medicine.
Fees were established in annuities.

Even though the first hospitals were St. Paul’s Hospital (1602), which ceased to operate
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in the nineteenth century, the St. Lazarus Royal Hospital (an eighteenth-century clinic),
and the Caracas Military Hospital (eighteenth century), the creation of a hospital dedi-
cated to the care of the country’s ill occurred two centuries later and was due to Dr. Juan
Pablo Rojas Paúl, president de la Republic (1888-1890). This hospital was inaugurated
on January 1, 1891, by Dr. Raimundo Andueza Palacios, Rojas Paúl’s successor. It was
called the “Vargas Hospital” and became the cradle of Dermatology in Venezuela, now as
a specialized branch of medicine.

In 1882, Dr. Nicanor Guardia, Jr., was the first physician who practiced Dermatology as
a specialized field in our country, after having taken specialization courses in Paris1, 4, 5.

In 1903, Dr. Manuel Pérez Díaz created the first Dermatology Service at the Vargas
Hospital.

Second stage. 1905 to 1946. Birth

Historic milestones

1903. Profesor Manuel Pérez Díaz, head of the Vargas Hospital’s Medical Service, suc-
ceeded in requesting from Paris a collection of wax models of skin diseases; a Museum
within the Dermatological Service was then organized.

1903. First Dermatology Service in Caracas’ Vargas Hospital.
1906. The Cape Blanco Leper Colony was founded in the Federal District.
1908. The Chair of Clinical Dermatology was created at the Caracas Medical School

and Dr. Manuel Pérez Díaz appointed as its first professor.
1910. Clinical Dermatology became mandatory for sixth year students.
1917. Drs. Juan Iturbe and Eudoro González published a report on the first case of

cutaneous leishmaniasis in Venezuela in the Gaceta Médica de Caracas (Caracas Medi-
cal Gazette).

1920. A report on the first case of human blastomycosis in Venezuela was published.
1921. Dr. Luis Razetti submitted a bill on Antivenereal Defense at Venezuela’s 3rd

Medical Convention, which took place in Valencia.
1926. The ministry of Health and Social Welfare created the first Antivenereal Dis-

pensary.
1936. Founding of the Venezuelan Society of Syphilography and Leprology, today

known as the Venezuelan Society of Dermatology and Surgical Dermatology.
1936. A Dermatology Service was created at the Los Andes Hospital, in Mérida.
1936. Venezuelan Dermosyphilography, a work by Professor Dr. Miguel Jiménez

Rivero, was published — the first book on Dermatology published in Venezuela.
1938. The Venereal Diseases Division was created.
1938. Dr. Pablo Guerra for the first time applied allergy tests and patch tests created

by himself.
1938. Dr. Pablo Guerra was appointed head of the Clinical Chair, where he introduced

radical complementary changes. Diagnoses were confirmed by direct examination under
the microscope, hystopathological culture and immunological tests.

1938. Professor José Sánchez Covisa, head of Madrid’s Chair, arrived in Caracas,
where he was appointed adviser to the Chair of Clinical Dermatology, where he stood out
for his teaching work.

1939. The Caracas Dispensary and School was created, which contributed to training
the first group of venereologists in the country.

1939. Dr. Humberto Campins created a Dermatology Service at the Antonio María
Pineda hospital in Barquisimeto.

1941. Treatment of venereal disease was declared mandatory.
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■ Second stage. 1905 to 1946. Birth




